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General Assembly of Members at the lOth Annual Meeting of the 
European Society for Dermatological Research 
Amsterdam, June 13, 1980 
MALCOLM W. GREAVES, Secretary 
1. Present: 76 active and senior members. 
2. Presidential address: The President, H. Schaefer, drew 
attention in his address to the need to bridge the gap between 
clinical and basic research and between nonmedical basic sci-
entists and clinicians. He pointed out that clinicians of necessity 
had to be primarily concerned with maintenance of professional 
standards; basic scientists on the other hand can become im-
mersed in theoretical problems, resulting in isolation from 
practical needs of patients. The President detected a shift in 
emphasis among research grant-awarding bodies in favor of 
clinically relevant research projects. He felt that this would 
inevitably lead to more close collaboration between clinicians 
and nonmedical basic scientists. The pharmacological field is 
one in which this partnership is now much in evidence. 
The President pointed out that the E.S.D.R. lOth anniversary 
book, containing all abstracts of the first 10 Annual Scientific 
Meetings of the Society can be looked upon as another attempt 
to bridge the gap between basic and clinical science. He hoped 
that, looking through the years of the development of our 
Society, the ebb and flow of interest in different topics, the 
development of specific schools and of individual scientists, 
lessons might be learned which would help guide and develop 
the E.S.D.R.'s scientific and creative roles in the years to come. 
Finally, the President expressed the gratitude ofthe E.S.D.R. 
to the many Pharmaceutical Companies who provided support 
for the 1980 Annual Meeting, especially Vick International, 
Syntex Corporation, Stiefel and Max Ritter. He also thanked 
the Italian Foundation for Research in Dermatology for its 
support. 
3. The Minutes ofthe 1979 General Assembly were approved 
without dissent. 
4. R eport from the Secretary: M. Greaves said that if the 
health of the Society was judged in terms of growth of mem-
bership and of attendance, numbers at the Annual Scientific 
Meetings, then the E.S.D.R. was in good shape. However, he 
emphasised the need for a more flexible approach to planning 
of future scientific and educational activities. The present for-
mat of meetings was very much the same as it was at the first 
meeting of the E.S.D.R. 10 years ago and there was a real 
danger that the activities of the Society might solidify into a 
tradition, which would make changes difficult. The proposed 
move of the Annual Meeting from Amsterdam was an encour-
aging sign but the Board should devote considerable thought 
over the next few months to the future direction and policies of 
the E .S.D.R. 
5. R eport of the Treasurer: The Treasurer, W. van Vloten, 
reported that the current credit balance of the E.S.D.R. at 
January 1, 1980, stood at F.37,325.92 (Savings account 40,000.00 
at 11% interest rate). The Treasurer's report was accepted by 
the meeting without dissent. 
6. Report of the Publication Committee: In the absence of 
Dr. Ruth Freinkel, Editor of the Journal of Investigative 
Dermatology, her written report was read to the Assembly. The 
report was accepted by the membership, and the President 
expressed the gratitude of the Society for Dr. Freinkel's hard 
work. 
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7. Report of the Programme Committee: The Chairman of 
the Programme Committee, A. Claudy, reported that 129 ab-
stracts had been submitted for the 1980 Annual Scientific 
Meeting, of which 77 had been accepted for presentation. The 
general standard of the abstracts submitted were considered by 
the Committee to be reasonably good. The next Scientific even•. 
of the Society would be the Clinically Oriented Symposium 
entitled "Cutaneous Lymphoma" to be held in Kiel, February 
13 and 14, 1981. 
B. Report of the Education Committee: G. Plewig said that 
a highly successful Clinically Oriented Symposium on "The 
Histiocyte in Cutaneous Pathology" had been held in Catania, 
Sicily, January 12, 1980. The Committee also wished to draw 
the attention of members to the Newsletter (Editor, J . Lacha-
pelle) which is being circulated to the membership on an annual 
basis, and which, it is hoped, will help to keep members up-to-
date on the Society's affairs. 
9. Appointment of new members: Applications for member-
ship (3 senior, 31 active, 2 supporting) , were approved by the 
Society. The Board proposed the following founding members 
of the E.S.D.R. who had continued to take active interest in 
the Society be elected as Honorary Members: F. Serri, M. 
Prunieras, R. Cormane, C. Lapiere, K. Mustakallio, H. Rors-
man, S. Shuster, K. Wolf. This proposal was approved without 
dissent. 
10. Appointment of Members of the Board: The President 
reported that the following members were due to retire from 
the Board: R. Marks, J. Ssmdergaard, E. Frenk, J . Lachapelle. 
In addition, the President, H. Schaefer, stated his intention to 
resign. E. Frenk and J . Lachapelle recommended for member-
ship of the Board: A. Thody (Newcastle-Upon-Tyne), P. Thune 
(Oslo), N. Fusenig (Heidelberg) . These nominations were unan-
imously approved by the General Assembly. 
11. Officers of the Board: The President informed the mem-
bership of the following appointments: E. Frenk (President); M. 
Greaves (Secretary); W. van Vloten (Treasurer). 
Programme Committee: 
H. Honigsmann (Chairman) 
E. Frenk 
G. Plewig 
Education Committee: 
S. Liden (Chairman) 
A. Giannetti 
J . Camarasa 
R. Marks 
12. Location of future meetings: The President reminded 
the membership that the Board had been instructed by the 
Membership to examine alternative sites for future Annual 
Scientific Meetings. Accordingly, the President, the Secretary 
and the Treasurer had inspected facilities at the Hague, and at 
Noordwijk. As a result the Board proposed to hold the 1981 
Annual Scientific Meeting in the Leuwenhorht Congress. 
Centre, Noordwijk. 
13. There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 
